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Noffe omnia hac, falus eft adolefcentulis. TER, 


evens > HO UGH the following letter was origi-° 
feege nally written for the inftruction of a Young 

sag? Gentleman going to the Univerfity, yet as it 

® contains feveral juft and fenfible reflections, 

(which may be of ufe to many of my rea- 

ders,) I have willingly complied with the requeft of my 


correfpondent in making it the entertainment of to-day. 


Dear SIR, 
S you are now going to the Univerfity, I would 
not be thought to pay fo ill a compliment to your 
own natural good fenfe, as to fuppofe, that you will not 
(like many young gentlemen of fortune) in fome meafure 
apply yourfelf to ftudy: otherwife the time you fpend there 
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will be entirely loft ; for (as the SpecTATOR very juftly 
remarks) ‘ all ornamental parts of education are better 
‘*‘ taught in other places.” At the fame time I do not 
mean, that you fhould commence Pedant, and be continu- 
ally poring on a book ; fince that will rather puzzle than 
inform the underftanding. Though I know many {fprightly 
young gentlemen of lively and quick parts affect to defpife 
it altogether, it will be neceflary to learn fomething of Lo- 
gic; I mean in the fame manner one would learn Fencing 

not to attack others, but to defend one’s felf. Ina 
word, you will find it a great unhappinefs, when you return 
hither, if you do not bring with you fome tafte for reading : 
for a mere Country Gentleman, who can find no fociety in 
books, will have little elfe to do, (befides following his 
fports,) but to fit (as {quire of the company) tippling among . 
a parcel of idle wretches, whofe underftandings are nearly 


on a level with his dogs and horfes, 


Ir has been an eftablifhed maxim, that the world will 
always form an opinion of perfons according to the company 
they are known to keep. In the Univerfity, as well as in 
other places, there are people, whom we ought to avoid, 


as we would the plague: and as it is of the utmoft confe- 


quence, whether you plunge at once into extravagance and 


debauchery, or fink gradually into indolence and ftupidity, 
I fhall point out fome of thefe pefts of fociety in as few 


words as poffible. 


- Tuer firft perfon I would caution you againft, is the 
wretch that takes a delight to turn religion into ridicule : 
one that employs that fpeech, which was given him by 
God to celebrate his praife, in queftioning his very being. 
This, as it is impious in itfelf, is likewife the height of 

ill 
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ill-manners. It is hoped there are but few of them to be 
met with in a place of found dodtrine and religious education: 
but wherever they are, they ought as much as poflible to be 
avoided; and if they will force themfelves into our com- 
pany, they fhould be ufed with the fame contempt, with 
which they have the hardinefs to treat their Maker. And 
this, I can aflure you, may be done fafely : for I never knew 
any body, who pretended to be above the fear of God, but 
was under the moft terrible apprehenfions, whenever attacked 
by man. 


Tue next character whom I would advife you to fhun, 
is the GamesTER, in fome refpects not unlike the former. 
The gaming-table is his fhrine, and fortune his deity ; nor 
does he ever {peak or think of any other, unlefs by way of 
blafphemy, oaths and curfes, when he has had a bad run 
at cards or dice, He has not the leaft notion of friend- 
fhip ; but would ruin his own brother, if it might be of 
any advantage to himfelf. He, indeed, profeffes himfelf 
your friend ; but that is only with a defign to draw you 
in: for his trade is inconfiftent with the principles of honour 
or juftice, without which there can be no real friendfhip, 
It fhould therefore be the care of every gentleman hot to 
hold any commerce with fuch people, whofe acquaintance 
he cannot enjoy, without giving up his eftate. 


Tue next perfon, whom you ought to beware of, is a 
Drunkarp; one that takes an unaccountable pleafure in 
fapping his conftitution, and drowning his underftanding. 
He conftantly goes fenfelefs to bed, and rifes maukith in 
the morning: nor can he be eafy in body or mind, ’till he 
has renewed his dofe, and again put himfelf beyond the 
reach of reflection. I would therefore entreat you by all 
means 
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means to avoid an habit, which will at once ruin your ° 
health, and impair your intelleéts. It is a misfortune, that 
fociety fhould, be efteemed dull and infipid without the 
affiftance of the bottle to enliven it; fo that a man cannot 
entirely refrain from his glafs, if he keeps any company at 
all. But let it be remembered, that in drinking, as well as 
in talking, we ought always to keep a “ watch over the 


“© doors of our lips.”’ 


A Lowncer isa creature, that you will often fee lolling 
in a coffee-houfe, or fauntering about the ftreets, with 
great calmnefs, and a moft inflexible ftupidity in his coun- 
tenance. He takes as much pains as the Sot, to fly from 
his own thoughts, and is at length happily arrived at the 
higheft pitch of indolence both in mind and body. He 
would be as inoffenfive, as he is dull, if it were not that-his 
idlenefs is contagious; for, like the torpedo, he is fure to 
benumb and take away all fenfe of feeling from every one, 


with whom he happens to come in contact. 


Ir were alfo beft to forbear the company of a WRANG- 
LER, or a perfon of a litigious temper. This fometimes arifes, 
not from any great fhare of ill-nature, but from a vain 
pride of fhowing one’s parts, or {kill in argumentation. It is 
frequently obferved of young Academics in particular, that 
they are very apt impertinently to engage people in a difpute 
whether they will or not. But this is contrary to all the 
rules of good-breeding, and is never practifed by any man 
of fenfe, that has feen much of the world. I have fome- 
times known a perfon of great faucinefs, and volubility of 
expreffion, confuted by the Argumentum Baculinum, and 
both his head and his fyllogifm broken at the fame time. 


I NEED 
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I ngep met point out to you the profligate Rake or 
the. affected Coxcomsp, as perfons from whole company 
‘you can reap no fort of benefit. From the firft the good 
principles, already inftilled into you, will doubtless preferve 
.. you; and Iam fure you have too much real fenfe, not to 
defpife the abfurd fopperies of the latter, .Noted Lyars 
‘are no lefy to be avoided,. as. the common pefts of fociety. 
They are often of a mifchievous difpefition, and by their 
calumnies and falfe faggeftions take a pleafure in fetting the 
moft intimate friends at variance. But if they only deal in 
harmlefs and improbable lies, their acquaintance muft fre- 
‘quently: be out of countenance for them: and if we fhould 
venture to repeat after them, I.am fuse. it is. the way to be 
out of countenance for ourfelves. : 


Bur above all I muft advife you never to engage, at leaft 


not with any degree of violence, in any Party. Be not 
tranfported by the clamorous jollity of talking patriots be- 
yond the fober di@tates of reafon and juftice ; nor Jet the 
infinuating voice of corruption tempt you to barter your 
integrity and peace of mind for the paultry fatisfaction of 
improving your fortune. If you behave with honour and 
prudence, you will be regarded and courted by all parties , 
but if otherwife, you will certainly be defpifed by all. Per- 
haps indeed, if you fhould hereafter engage in elections, 
and fpend your own money to fupport another’s caufe, the 
perfon, in whofe intereft you are, may fhake you by the 
hand, and fwear you are a very honeft gentleman : — juft 
as butchers treat their bull-dogs, who {pit in their mouths, 
clap them on the back, and then halloo them on to be toffed 
and torn by the horns of their antagonift. 


AFTER having guarded you againft the evil influence of 
your own fex, I cannot conclude without throwing in a 
Bb word 
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word or two concerning the Ladies. - But that I may not 
be thought unmannerly to the fair, I fhall pafs over their 
faults; only hoping, that their-excellencies will: not tempt 
you to‘precipitate‘a match with one much your inferior in 
birth and’ fortune, though * endowed with every accom- 
*< plifhment requifite'to make the marriage ftate happy.” In 
thefe-hafty and ‘unequal matches it fometimes happens, that 
mutual love gives way to mutual reproaches. We may per- 
haps too late tepent of our bargain: and though Repentance 
be an excellent vifiting friend; when fhe reminds us of our 
paft mifcarriages,.and prefcribes rules how to avoid them 
‘for the future, -yet: fhe is a moft troublefome companion, 
when fixed-upon us for life.” . 


I am, dear fir, 


- your fincere friend, &c. 


H. A. 


Printed for R. BALDWIN, at the Ru, in Pater-Nofler-Row, where may be had 
the Firit Volume, or any odd Nuinbers. 





